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Speaker Biographies

Helen Bell

Economic Renewal Advisor

East Midlands Development Agency

Helen has been the Economic Renewal Advisor at the East Midlands Development Agency (emda) since September 2007, leading on the development of emda’s policies in relation to economic renewal, with a particular focus on economic development in disadvantaged areas. She came to emda in December 2005 to support the agency’s role in the regional skills partnership in the region. Prior to this she’s worked in a range of community based organisations delivering skills and training alongside wider regeneration initiatives.

Martha Cummings

Senior Voluntary and Community Sector Officer

Wolverhampton City Council

Martha is currently the Senior Voluntary and Community Sector Officer within Wolverhampton City Council’s Community Initiatives Team.  She manages the relationships across the sectors in commissioning, developing & implementing the City Council’s programme of support for the Voluntary and Community Sector in the City, leading on the negotiation of service agreements for the 73 funded organisations sharing £3.5m of funding.  She is also the statutory sector representative on the City’s gold award winning Wolverhampton Compact – a post that is shared with Saffi Price at the City’s Voluntary Sector Council.  Martha has worked for the City Council for 25 years since leaving school, and has developed her career from working in Social Services, Housing, Community Care and Homeless Services.  She has a law degree and is currently studying for an MA in Voluntary and Public Sectors Policy and Practice.  

Neil Lambert 

Chief Executive

Voluntary Action Charnwood

Neil is Chief Executive of Voluntary Action Charnwood, based at John Storer House in Loughborough, Leicestershire. He has been there since 2003, having spent the previous 5 years at Nottingham CVS.  Neil represents the Voluntary and Community Sector on the district Local Strategic Partnership, Charnwood Together, and also on the county LSP, Leicestershire Together. At county-level, Neil chairs the Stronger Communities Board, and the VCS has the lead for this theme under the Local Area Agreement.  He has also worked at regional level with Government Office and through the East Midlands Regional Assembly, and was chair of the East Midlands Voluntary Sector Forum from 1996-98 before funding was obtained to create ENGAGE.

Ray  Phillips

UK Representative

European Anti-Poverty Network

In 1998, Ray was appointed Director of the London Voluntary Sector Training Consortium, which is funded by ESF & ERDF Technical Assistance and which organises briefings, broadsheets, conferences, workshops and surgeries on the European Structural Funds for over 5000 voluntary/community sector training providers, in London.  Ray represented voluntary & community sector service providers as a full member on the London Skills Commission, where he convened the Implementation Group for Strategic Objective 2 (“inclusion”) of the London Framework for Regional Employment & Skills Action.

Previously, Ray worked for 20 years at Newham Parents Centre, a street-level community-led educational charity in the East London Borough of Newham, where he introduced voluntary and statutory agencies to finance from the European Union.  He has been continuously involved in managing European funds since 1985, when he negotiated a 3-year European Social Fund pilot pre-vocational training scheme and then secured funding from the 2nd European Programme to Combat Poverty.  

Nationally, he chaired the UK Forum on Poverty in the EEC through the 80s and is currently the volunteer Treasurer of the UK Coalition Against Poverty and a Board Member of the Third Sector European Network.  Internationally, he was an elected member of the Steering Group, which established the EU-funded European Anti-Poverty Network, where he is now Treasurer of the UK-English Section as well a member of the EAPN Task Force on the European Structural Funds. Through LVSTC, Ray was engaged by EAPN (Brussels), in 2007, as a part-time consultant to develop a Pilot Proposal for presentation to the European Commission to target Technical Assistance on social NGOs.

Saffi Price

Compact Development Worker

Wolverhampton Voluntary Sector Council

Saffi Price leads on the Compact development and implementation in the City’s Voluntary Sector Council. She is also an outcomes champion, training and supporting voluntary and community sector organisations in planning, monitoring and evaluating their services. 

She has worked for the sector for much of her life both in a voluntary and paid capacity as a community development worker and trainer. She aims to work with community development principles and community empowerment values at the centre of all her work. She has also worked in management in the private sector in Sussex.   She has worked in City of Wolverhampton for 10 years, in roles ranging from setting up a women’s network to sitting on the Local Strategic Partnership Board. As well as her paid role within Wolverhampton Voluntary Sector Council, she is chair of governor’s at her local school and co-ordinates a Woodcraft Folk group. Saffi works in partnership on the Compact with Martha Cummings from Wolverhampton City Council.

John Wright
Head of Regional Policy
Government Office East Midlands
John has twenty years experience in local government in two districts, a unitary and a county.  He also worked for Coventry Voluntary Service Council for 2 years.  He started out as a Community Development Worker in deprived neighbourhoods including four years on an SRB programme.  He then gradually moved on to work in corporate policy, initially  on Neighbourhood Renewal and as part of Leicester City's first LSP team.  His last job involved leading on the performance management of the first LAA for Leicestershire and negotiation of the second.  He has been a Civil Servant for four weeks and is leading on SNR at GOEM.  In his spare time he is a Governor of a primary school and a student of all things Spanish (in order to understand what his wife is saying about him!).

